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GOT A NEWS TIP?

Ashland Daily Press

Hikers, hunters, anglers and other outdoor enthu-
siasts have a rare opportunity to shape how nearly 250 
state properties across northern Wisconsin will be 
managed for decades to come.

The Department of Natural Resources is accept-
ing public comments through Dec. 7 on its North Cen-
tral Forest Draft Regional Master Plan, a sweeping pro-
posal that would govern everything from trail expan-
sions to trout stream protections across 9,500 square 
miles of forests, wetlands and waterways in Ashland, 
Bayfield and surrounding counties.

The plan affects some of the state’s most treasured 
public lands, including the Flambeau River State For-
est, Chippewa Moraine State Recreation Area and 
dozens of wildlife areas, state natural areas and water 
access sites where residents hunt, fish, camp, snowmo-
bile and boat.

Among the most significant proposals: a new 
Brook Trout Reserves Program designed to protect 
and enhance cold brook trout streams, expansion of 
state and national trails, and improved water access 
sites. The plan also calls for managing forests to cre-
ate diverse age classes and tree compositions that sup-
port wildlife habitat, watershed health and economic 
opportunity.

The DNR will protect and manage forested wetlands 
and ephemeral ponds while maintaining existing cold 
water streams and trout fisheries under the proposal.

The North Central Forest Ecological Landscape 
encompasses properties ranging from major recre-
ation destinations to smaller parcels. The region’s var-
ied terrain includes northern mesic forests, boreal for-
ests, forested wetlands, ephemeral ponds and bedrock 
outcroppings.

The master plan updates management for three 
properties that already have existing plans: Chippewa 
Moraine State Recreation Area, Flambeau River State 
Forest and Totogatic Wildlife Area.

Public comments can be submitted through an 
online form on the DNR’s North Central Forest 
Regional Master Plan webpage. Hard copy forms are 
also available for download and can be sent via U.S. 
Mail or email to Erin Rieser, DNR property planning 
section manager, at 101 S. Webster St., PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707, or ErinE.Rieser@wisconsin.gov. 
Questions can be directed to 608-400-6171.

Wisconsin residents have 
until Dec. 7 to weigh in 
on future of 9,500 square 
miles of northern forests
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The North Central Forest Ecological Landscape encom-
passes 9,500 square miles in northern Wisconsin.
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EAU CLAIRE — Authorities have 
announced arrests in what they’re 
calling “a regional theft ring.”

The break came from some sharp-
eyed staff at Scheels, who noticed 
a man they said stole a $3,500 fish 
finder on Nov. 1 had returned to the 
store with two other people. Offi-
cers were still gathering information 
when word of a theft at Ulta, also in 
the Oakwood Mall, reached them. 
Staff there gave a description that 

matched the three men.
Police approached the three, who 

have been identified as Kenneth 
Machen, 21, Roberta Howard, 19 and 
Leslie Robinson, 64, all of Minneapo-
lis. They learned the trio was “respon-
sible for thefts throughout Wiscon-
sin and Minnesota at various retail 
stores,” according to a statement from 
the ECPD.

The scale of the thefts authori-
ties believe the three were behind 
is considerable. In all, it’s believed 
to include more than $150,000 in 

merchandise.
Each now faces charges in Eau 

Claire, though more are likely as the 
investigation continues. Machen 
is charged with felony retail theft 
involving a value of $500-$5,000. 
Robinson faces charges of retail theft 
by intentional concealment for the 
same value and obstructing an offi-
cer. Both charges have enhancements 
for repeat offenses.

The theft charges are felonies. 
Howard, on the other hand, faces a 
civil citation for retail theft.

Police: Trio stole $150,000 in merchandise across Wisconsin, Minnesota

MATTHEW BAUGHMAN
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Western Dairy-
land Economic Opportunity Coun-
cil (WDEOC) CEO Anna Cardarella 
said this Wednesday marked the 
Women’s Business Conference’s 22nd 
year.

“When we started, it was a very 
small event,” she said.

While the conference was hosted 
throughout spaces and stages at the 
Pablo Center this year, Cardarella 
said around 450 attendees regis-
tered for the event. Both the WDEOC 
and Western Wisconsin Women’s 

Business Center present the event 
annually in Eau Claire.

From learning how to grow their 
businesses to networking, market 
analysis, downtown business tours, 
an exhibitor area with regional busi-
nesses and more, the Women’s Busi-
ness Conference has grown into 
an all-day event for a wide range of 
Chippewa Valley business owners.

“It really is a day of involvement for 
women,” Cardarella said. “I’ve been 
at Western Dairyland for 21 years, so 
I’ve come to a lot of these conferences. 
And I’ll meet people that are coming 
for the first time, they’re just thinking 
about starting a business or they want 

to see what’s happening.
“Then the next year, maybe they 

come back and are volunteering or 
they’re a presenter.”

Especially with how much changes 
throughout the business world from 
year to year, being able to address rel-
evant topics that entrepreneurs may 
be interested in.

“AI is becoming a bigger topic 
that people talk about. It’s changing 
the way we do business,” Cardarella 
said. “It’s changing the way we work. 
And also, technology has changed so 
much over the years.”

Over 450 people attend the 22nd annual 
Women’s Business Conference in Eau Claire
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Western Dairyland CEO Anna Cardarella said over 450 people registered for the Women’s Business Conference this year.
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Donna A. Boos, 69, of 
Chippewa Falls, died Tues-
day, November 11, 2025 at 
Mayo Clinic Health System 
in Eau Claire.

Donna was born August 
14, 1956 in Chippewa Falls, 
the daughter of Leonard 
and Gertrude (Zwiefel-
hofer) Bowe.

On October 12, 1974, 
Donna married Dale 
Boos at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church in Bloomer, they 
were married for 51 years. 
She was a member of St. 
Charles Church.

Donna worked at Mason Shoe for 25 years, then 3M in 
Eau Claire and lastly Indianhead/Ansay Insurance Com-
pany as a personal line rep.

Donna loved helping people by being a people-per-
son, she always put other people first, she cherished her 
grandchildren and attending her grandchildren’s sport-
ing events, and enjoyed camping. She was always an in-
stigator, always having fun.

Donna is survived by her husband, Dale; one son, Scott 
Boos of Eau Claire; one daughter, Anita (Ben) Coenen of 
Eau Claire; one brother, Richard “Dick” Bowe of Bloom-
er; six sisters, Marlene Sarauer, Jeanette (Daniel) Sarau-
er, Lorena Stoffel, Lois (William) Sarauer all of Bloomer, 
Marjorie Dressel of Cadott and Diane (Dennis) Sarauer 
of Lake Holcombe; and 5 grandchildren, Brianna and 
Caleb Coenen, Ryan, Michael and Nathan Boos.

Donna was preceded in death by one son, Bradley 
Boos; her parents; one sister, Rita Bowe in infancy; and 
one grandson, Tyler Coenen.

A Memorial Mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, November 19th at St. Charles Church in Chippewa 
Falls. Rev. Timothy Oudenhoven will be celebrant of the 
funeral Mass. Inurnment will be in Calvary Cemetery in 
Chippewa Falls.

Visitation will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, No-
vember 18th and from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesday at the 
Horan Funeral Home in Chippewa Falls. There will be a 
Christian vigil service at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral 
home.

Family and friends may express condolences online at 
www.horanfuneralhome.com

Donna Boos
August 14, 1956 - November 11, 2025

OBITUARIES
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EAU CLAIRE — A 
man facing sexual assault 
charges waived his pre-
liminary hearing Wednes-
day and arraignments will 
be set for it and another 
felony case.

Jerome Berry, 42, Eau 
Claire, faces seven counts 
over the two indictments. 
In one case he is charged 
with criminal damage to 
property, disorderly con-
duct and bail jumping. 
The sexual assault charge 
is joined by three counts 
of bail jumping.

Both cases date to 
August. On Aug. 1 police 
were called for a domes-
tic disturbance. Accord-
ing to the criminal com-
plaint Berry approached 

the arriving officers and 
said his temper had got-
ten the better of him and 
he smashed a woman’s car 
windows out. The officers 
found every window shat-
tered, and the woman told 
them he had also smashed 
a television. Total damage 
topped $2,500.

Two weeks later police 
were called for a report 
of a sexual assault. They 
found both a woman and 
Berry at a location near a 
bar. The woman said they 
had been drinking in the 
bar and that, while she 
spoke to Berry, she didn’t 
know him well. He offered 
to walk her home but led 
her into a nearby wooded 
area. There he pushed her 
down and had sex with 
her.

Police found clothing 
from both the woman and 
Berry at the site.

Berry’s account shifted 
while police spoke with 
him. First he said he had 
had sex with the woman, 
then denied doing any-
thing. Later he said they 
kissed but went no fur-
ther. police asked him 
directly whether he and 
the woman had sex and 
he replied, “if we did, then 
whose business would it 
be?”

The sexual assault 
charge is a Class C felony, 
considerably more seri-
ous than the others Berry 
faces. If convicted Berry 
could spend 25 years 
in prison with 15 years’ 
extended supervision. 
Fines can reach $100,000.

Sexual assault defendant 
waives preliminary hearing MATT MILNER

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — An 
Eau Claire man will be 
arraigned in late Decem-
ber on charges that include 
child enticement.

Authorities say Doug-
las Strand, 77, attempted
to seduce a young relative,
leading to charges of child
enticement, exposing a child
to harmful materials and
attempting to expose inti-
mate parts. While the entice-
ment charge is a Class D fel-
ony, the others are Class I.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint police were 
called after the teen was 
distraught at school. She 
said she couldn’t go home 
because of incessant, lewd 
comments from Strand. 
Some had been caught 
on video, and she showed 
police one in which he said, 
“You can do it. You can do 
it. Bend over.”

She had an additional 
video but, before she could 
play it for investigators, 
Theresa Strand arrived. 
Theresa is the teen’s legal 
guardian. She took the 
phone and accused the girl 
of “manipulating the situa-
tion” and taking things “the 
wrong way.”

Later, when the teen was 
to have a forensic interview, 
Theresa began yelling at 
the girl in the waiting area, 
accusing her of lying. Police 
eventually ordered Theresa 
out of the building. During 
the interview the girl said 
Theresa was aware of the 
behavior but either excused 
it or said she didn’t have 
time to deal with it.

Crucially, she also men-
tioned that Strand made 
similar comments to a 
friend of hers. Police inter-
viewed the friend, who 
provided a video the teen 
had sent her. That video 
included Strand saying 
“You just come up to my 
bed, lay down on my bed 

and I’ll check your ass.”
The video wasn’t on the 

teen’s phone, but when 
questioned by police The-
resa denied having deleted 
any videos. She now faces 
a charge of chronic neglect 
of a child with the conse-
quence the child is a victim 
of a child sex offense.

For his part, Strand 
downplayed his behavior. 
He also accused the teen of 

taking things out of context 
and said “I play the game 
that they play, her and her 
friend.”

Neither defendant has been
arraigned or entered a plea.

Under Wisconsin law the 
Class D felonies the defen-
dants face are punishable 
by up to 15 years in prison 
and a decade of extended 
supervision. Fines can be 
up to $100,000.

Arraignment set in enticement case

authorities say douglas strand, 77, 
attempted to seduce a young relative, 

leading to charges of child enticement, 
exposing a child to harmful materials and 

attempting to expose intimate parts.

In working on growing 
attendance for the confer-
ence, Cardarella said this 
year’s volume of attend-
ees is close to pre-COVID 
numbers. Additionally, 
Tracey Smiskey, market 
president at Northwest-
ern Bank, said being able 
to bring together differ-
ent businesses and sectors 
is significant with more 
and more women-owned 
businesses opening up in 
the region.

“And it seems like 
every year there’s more 
and more,” she said. “Not 
only business owners, 
but business leaders and 
community members 
that are getting involved 
[with the conference] 
because the education 
and the resources are for 
a broader audience than 
just the business owner.”

Smiskey said this is her 
10th year attending the 
event, being involved and 
speaking with entrepre-
neurs both this year and 
in years prior.

“I’ve worn all the hats 
from volunteer to sponsor 
to speaker, and I’ve abso-
lutely loved being a part of 
it,” Smiskey said. “Wom-
en-owned businesses 
continue to grow signifi-
cantly, and this is a great 

day for those business 
owners to find resources 
to help them. Our small 
businesses become our 
big businesses, so the sup-
port and the growth that 
they get from an event 
like this can be the next 
big business in our com-
munity doing great things 
with the employing work-
force, and contributing to 
the growth of the Chip-
pewa Valley, which is 
really important.”

With the event wrap-
ping up its 22nd year, 
Cardarella commented 
on the significance in 
being able to offer these 
resources and network-
ing opportunities to local 
entrepreneurs.

“You never know where 
these connections are 

going to come from,” she 
said. “Sometimes it’s get-
ting key points in a ses-
sion, but sometimes 
you’re standing in line for 
the lunch buffet and it’s 
the entrepreneur next to 
you that you’re making 
these connections with 
and learning about things 
that could change your 
business.”
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While at the 22nd annual Women’s business Conference 
in eau Claire, local entrepreneurs, leaders and more were 
able to attend lectures, meet with other business own-
ers in the Chippewa valley and see local businesses in 
an exhibitor area.
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